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S ince the last District Voice I have been busy com-
pleting a range of ñpost District Conference ò re-

ports and follow up activities:  

Conference report form to ZI 

Governorôs report to ZI Board for October ZI 

Board meeting 

Collation / submission of surveys completed at 

conference on the Equal Opportunity for Women 
in the Workplace Agency / Act (EOWWA) review. 

I am very pleased to report that the District Conference 
financial position is positive and the surplus will be used, 
as per the District 24 Guidelines.  This result could not 
have been possible without the professional and hard-
working team led by Leanne Elliott of the Zonta Club 
of Canberra Breakfast Inc . 

An additional note about the EOWWA surveys is that 
they have contributed to a submission prepared by the 
Australian Womenôs Coalition (AWC) for the government 
review.  The submission comprised of in depth consulta-
tion interviews with a sample of representatives from 
AWC organisations, our survey results, and research 
prepared by the Women and Work Research Group 
(WWRG) from the University of Sydney. It is anticipated 
that the submission will also be circulated to relevant 
policy-makers during late 2009.  

I have spent a considerable amount of time over the past 
few months in coordinating registration confirmations, 
catering and venue bookings for the Advocacy Work-
shops  funded by AWC.  The workshops were presented 
by the Public Interest Advocacy Centre (PIAC), funded 
by the Office for Women, and supported by the Austra-
lian Medical Association (AMA), AWC and Zonta Interna-
tional District 24.  

The workshops aim to support the transition of Non Gov-
ernment Organisations (NGOs) from the service/charity 
model to the advocacy model.  The program allows   
participants to develop skills in lobbying, negotiation and 
media, with specific action plans and tools to advocate  

 

on issues important to them. The format uses small 
group problem solving, role play and case studies.  It is 
anticipated that around 250 people will participate in 10 
workshops in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane 
and Canberra.  

In return for the administrative work I have done on the 
workshops, Zonta International District 24 secured 36 
places at the workshops. The October 17 workshop 
comprised mainly Zontians and it was wonderful to 
spend the day with a representative from so many clubs 
from the metropolitan and regional centres.  If someone 
from your club attended a workshop, please find out 
what they learned from the day and share the resources 
they were given to build your advocacy skills.  

I am very pleased that Sharyl Scott  has been re-elected 
as Vice President of the AWC . It is a huge job on top of 
her heavy professional workload and Zonta commit-
ments.  I appreciate the work she does with AWC on 
Zontaôs behalf and recognise the opportunities it has 
created for us to raise our profile with other womenôs 
organisations and the Office for Women. 

Yvonne Stapleton (President, Macarthur Club), Karen 
Willis (Manager, NSW Rape Crisis Centre) Sharyl Scott 
(Secretary, Macarthur Club). 
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I have also enjoyed the opportunity to visit clubs and 
participate in their meetings and events: 

Hornsby Ku -Ring -Gai Club  held a Woman of Achieve-
ment dinner where the Federal Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner and Commissioner for Ageing, Eliza-
beth Broderick was presented with an award. It was 
wonderful to see Elizabeth and her daughter Lucy 
and they commented on how much they had en-
joyed being part of our District Conference opening 
night event. They are also keen to pack birthing kits 
so I am keen to hear of club assembly days that I 
can invite Liz and Lucy to.  

With Liz Broderick and her daughter Lucy. 

The club also celebrated the achievements of a mature 
age student returning to study and provided an en-
couragement award for a young female musician. 

  

Young Performers: Sonja Schebeck, Helena Dominish, 
Sarah Arnold 

Macarthur Club held itôs Supporting the elimination of 
violence against women event. For a number of 
years the Club has supported the 16 days of activ-
ism by holding a dinner function to build community 
awareness and showcase programs or particular 
issues ( previous topics have included the domestic 
violence court intervention support model; working 
collaboratively across agencies to support women; 

female genital mutilation; police initiatives; human 
rights/anti-slavery/trafficking). This yearôs focus was 
on sexual assault, with insights and information pre-
sented by Karen Willis, Manager, NSW Rape Crisis 
Centre.   

Carolyn Evans and I have met to discuss transition 
plans for the new board and committee chairmen , to 
ensure that we can involve the incoming team as often 
as they wish to be involved and thereby smooth the way 
for a seamless hand over in July 2010. 

On that note, we have 7 months left of this biennium and 
I believe that we are tracking well to achieving our 5 
board priorities for the biennium. 

Build  a new, robust District 24 operating struc-

ture. 

Motivate  and inspire members to provide service 

and advocacy to advance the status of women. 

Launch  a new look district website and use this to 

communicate efficiently between members and 
with the public. 

Transform  membership to take District 24 beyond 

2010. 

Collaborate with other clubs and the community 

to advance the status of women. 

Do you think there is anything else we need to do in the 
remaining 7 months of the biennium to deliver on our 
priorities?  Please let me know so that we can develop 
action plans. 

With only a few weeks to go until Christmas and the holi-
day season, I will close with a request to include Area 
Workshop dates in your 2010 diaries. 

Area 1 ï May 2010ðHosted by the Zonta Club of 

Sydney East 

Area 2 ï March 27 -28 2010 ï Hosted by the 

Zonta Club of Orange. 

Area 3 ï February 27 and 28, 2010 ï Hosted by 

the Zonta Club of Coffs Harbour. 

 

Best wishes for a happy and safe festive season! 

 

Olivia 
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Area Workshops  
 
Area 1   May 1, 2010 
 
Area 2   March 27 -28, 2010 
 
Area 3   February 27 -28, 2010 
 

ZI 2010 Convention  
   San Antonio, Texas, USA  
   25-30 June 2010    
 

 

Diary DatesDiary DatesDiary Dates    
ContentsContentsContents   

District GovernorðOlivia Sarah 
Le Lacheur 

Chloe turns one! 

Diary Dates 

 
1-2 
3 
3 

Lt GovernorðCarolyn Evans 4-5 

Area 1 DirectorðBarbara Horsfield  6-7 

Area 2 DirectorðKerrie Brown 8-9 

Area 3 DirectorðRobyn Hardman 10-11 

District SecretaryðShirley Graham 12 

ZI Foundation Ambassadorð

Joanna Quinn 

12 

Wife, mum, teacher and a passion 

for feminismðCamden Advertiser 

13 

District 24 TreasurerðDorothy 

Koukari 

13 

The Nancy Bird Walton Memorial 

Tower UnveilingðSharyl Scott 

14 

D24ðRecognition 15 

é/cont.   

PS ï Here is an update for those of you who have 
been tracking my daughterôs progress. Chloe cele-
brated her first birthday on October 15 and started 
to walk on her own about a week later, so Greg 
and I are having fun keeping a track of her as she 
enjoys using her new found skill!   

Olivia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

  Nancy Bird Walton Memorial Tower at Luskintyre. 


